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cont’d from page 2 The MegaPixel Mvth

But, the bigger you print an image, the further back you

stand to look at it anyway; the recommended viewing People!s Choice G allery
distance is usually something like 1.6 times the diago-
nal of the image. For an 8-in by 10-in print, that would http://gallery.reginaphotoclub.com/Peoples-Choice

be 20 inches and for a 12-in by 18-in print about 35

inches. Your eye is more worried about the total angle

of view so you can take in the Wl}ole image w1thout4 T A

shifting your gaze from side to side. For the 12x18inch your fellow photographer’s prints.

photo, you could print it at 4.7 megapixels and it would IS GReTRos) TR LSS (HETR CH R
. . B ~ A the way you've envisioned it to be.

look just as good at a 35 inch viewing distance as does

the 8x10 print at 20 inches. However, someone will (O PV, T/ GETR ATk HiER: eyt 19

N looking at your image in the way you in-
always want to get closer to look at the details so 12.4 tended it to look.
MP is good....still not close to the 18MP of my DSLR.

Many times, you get inspiration and
ideas from seeing through the eyes of
Getting a bit more technical, note that more densely eriele phols SR
packed pixels on a sensor chip means more heat, which Shown here are a few of the images, se-
can introduce speckles into low-light shots. It also if:a‘:‘: gsors iyl
means smaller pixel sizes and therefore more noise
(mor e spe ckl es) Next meeting, bring your print and

) share your vision and your artistic tal-
ents...

I think what people are rally looking for is what is called

a “tack sharp” picture; for that it might be better to In no particular order, date, or category
spend more on sensor format, lenses, filters, and tripod. top: Fall by Brent Parkin
A DSLR sensor is quite a bit larger than a point-n-shoot middle: untitiled by Keith Nordal

: . bottom-right: Valo the Bobblehead by
sensor and provides better sharpness (so size matters, R il
not the number of megapixels). Then, understand the bottom-left: The Wall by Norm Swayze

lens’ performance ... for example, below /8 (smaller ap-
ertures) diffraction comes into play and softens the
image. Stop down at least 2-stops from the maximum
provided by the lens.

When you’re using a telephoto lens, what about haze,
fog, and heat shimmer?

You also have to hold the camera steady (there-in the
quality of your tripod). Image stabilization only buys you
so much! Remember, there are two types of tripods: those
that are easy to carry, and those that work.

As a last point, why would you go for more megapixels?
They are useful if you want to crop the image (digital mag-
nification) for better composition. An alternative would be
to continue learning better techniques in photo composi-
tion. That’s why we keep coming to the photo club!
by Donald G. Johnston, P.Eng
Donald has contibuted for our club
and has been a speaker at a few of our
club meetings. A friendly, outgoing gentleman,

eager to share his knowledge and enthusiasm for
photograpy as an art and science.
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