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Now that the New Year will soon be upon us, our challenge as photographers is to find things that inspire
us. The cold weather certainly makes it more difficult to get out and shoot: equipment doesn’t work as
well, liquid freezes at the end of your nose, fingers are stiff, roads are icy, and there are pretty much only
two colours available—blue and white.
Let’s not let that hold us back! We need to get out there and find something...or better yet, stay indoors
and practice our lighting techniques. One of the themes in an upcoming in-club competition is
“Arrangements”, so start gathering ideas of what items to arrange and how to shoot them.
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People’s Choice
The People’s Choice competition is something that
happens at almost every club meeting. Bring an
image that you are proud of, and enter it! If you
aren’t yet ready for the In-club competitions, this is
a good way to get started.
There are two entry levels—Amateur and
Advanced.
Only ONE image per person is eligible per night.
Entries will be placed in 1st, 2nd and 3rd as voted
by the members at that night’s meeting.
Merit points will be awarded accordingly.
If your image is chosen as one of the winners in
your category, you’ll be asked to come up to the
front and hold it up for everyone to see. It will also
be placed on the Regina Photo Club website.
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Are you on Facebook or Twitter? We are!
Join us there or check out our blog, hosted
by WordPress.

www.facebook.com/reginaphotoclub

www.twitter.com/reginaphotoclub

Workshops
The workshops provided by the club are a great
way to learn new things, meet other photographers
and share knowledge. Check the website for upcoming events.
We’ve had a lot of interest in these workshops and
there are limited spots available, so only paid
attendance will hold your place and guarantee your
participation.
If you sign up for a workshop, your participant fees
will be requested as payment before the session
begins.
You can pay for your workshop at a club meeting
prior to the event, but you will no longer be able to
hold a spot without payment before the workshop.

reginaphotoclub.wordpress.com

There is a minimum of 2 days notice of cancellation, or funds will be forfeited. Thanks for your cooperation!

What does “F” stand for
when setting aperture?
Everyone talks about aperture settings using f-numbers such as, f/4, f/16, etc.; so why is the f there?
Well, the quick answer is: "The f stands for focal length". Well thanks, ... I think, ... so while we're at it
why is the slash "/" there? Again, the quick answer is "That's the division sign (or something like: "4
goes-into 8 two times" if you prefer). What, f/4 really means is that the aperture diameter is set to ¼ (one
quarter) of the focal length.
Just a minute though, to interject another question, what exactly is focal length? Basically it is the distance you have to hold a magnifying glass away from a piece of paper to burn it with the sun's rays. This
is measured in millimetres (mm).

Okay, these are all right answers but what does that really mean? Where did that notation come from?
What does the focal length have to do with aperture size?
Early on in the development of optics (telescopes and microscopes) it was realized that to get the same
amount of light out of a lens you had to increase the diameter of the aperture the same amount you increase its focal length. Which makes sense if you think about it ... if you're using a wide angle lens (short
focal length, say 18mm) it is looking at the whole world out there and bringing in lots of light; but when
you switch to a telephoto lens (long focal length, say 500 mm) it is looking at only a small part of the
world and bringing in a lot less light; almost 28 times less.
What the early pioneers used then was the focal length divided by the aperture diameter; if that number
(or ratio) stayed the same for different lenses then the same amount of light was coming through the
lens. For example, if you moved from a focal length of 50 mm to 100 mm, a doubling, then you also had
to double the diameter of the aperture to get the same amount of light or exposure. Back then when you
asked someone what they set their aperture to they would say something like: "The diameter of the aperture is one quarter of the focal length." So, you could figure out what one quarter of the focal length of
your lens was, set the aperture diameter, and get the same exposure they were getting.
Rather then saying "The diameter of the aperture is one quarter of the focal length", isn't it easier to say
"f/4"? And camera manufacturers found it easier to set their apertures using f-numbers rather then millimetres which would leave the user to calculate their own aperture diameters!
Now you can see why the aperture settings seem backwards: that is, a large f-number means a small
opening and a small f-number means a large opening. It's because we're dividing the focal length by
that number ... dividing a pie in 4 pieces (i.e., f/4) leaves larger pieces then dividing by 8 (i.e., f/8). To
confuse the issue the f-number does relate more directly to the depth of field, the larger the f-number the
larger the depth of field ... but that's a topic for another day.
Author: Donald G. Johnston, P.Eng

In-Club Competitions
& Judging Guidelines
The Regina Photo Club (RPC) holds In-Club competitions. These are open only to Regina Photo Club
members.
Entrants to the In-Club competitions were separated into “Amateur” and “Advanced Amateur” categories.
The competition categories this year include Altered Reality, Animals, Macro/Closeup, Open, People
(candid), Plants & Flowers, Portraits, Photojournalism, Scapes and the theme. Each In-Club competition
has a theme category, which is announced well before the competitions.
Entries are judged by three judges. Judges may enter the competition themselves, but are required to
abstain from discussion and voting on categories in which their photos have been entered. The Competitions Director and Deputy Competitions Director are present to facilitate the process.
There are rules and guidelines associated with the competition, so if you’re going to enter images,
please review them to ensure that your images are eligible. Images will be judged in the categories as
entered, so if you’ve placed an image in a category that doesn’t seem to fit, judges are not allowed to put
them in another category.
The judges are looking for specific things, and provide points out of ten for each one:




Interpretation and composition
Impact
Technical skills

Keep in mind that judging is subjective. Judges are given guidelines and there is a system in place,
however if three judges have placed your image a certain way, three other judges could place it completely differently. You’ll find this to be true as you enter more of your images into other competitions.
And entering your images into the In-Club competitions is a great way to learn. You can request a
critique, and compare yours to the winning images to see what you could have done differently. Talk to
the winners about their images—they may give you some pointers!

Photo by Delee Grant

1st In-club Competition Results
Amateur—Altered Reality:

1st place: “Serve Yourself” - Steve Wilde

3rd place: “Beyond Death” - Allan Arconada

2nd place: “Rap’d T-P” - Nova Sheidt

HM: “Daddy, I Can Fly!” - Stephen Smith

Amateur—People:

1st place: “The Many Smiles of Summer” Dustin Gergely

2nd place: “Jumping for Graduation” Heather Loewenhardt

Amateur—People (con’t):

3rd place: “Livia” - Tanya Miner

HM: “Flower Girl” - Nicole Marquis

Amateur—Photojournalism:

1st place: “Are You Okay Buddy?” - Hally Levesque

2nd place: “Mayan Mother” - Stephen Smith

3rd place: “Happy Chickens” - CJ Katz

Amateur—Animals:

1st place: “Sneak Attack” - Heather Loewenhardt
2nd place: “Mom” - Norm Swayze

3rd place: “Proud Display” - Richard Lamb

HM: “Posing Pelican” - Nova Scheidt

HM: “Bird Dog” - Shelly Radcliffe

Amateur—Theme (Orange):

1st place: “Hot” - Norm Swayze

2nd place: “Guardian” - Steve Wilde

3rd place: “Bottoms Up” - Natasha Knorr

HM: “Glass Art” - Donna McGregor

HM: “Orange Sunrise” - Gina Rozon

Amateur—Macro:

1st place: “Pretty on Pink” - Richard Lamb

2nd place: “Beauty and the Bee” - Elnora Lamb

3rd place: “Don’t Laugh at My Bald Spot” Natasha Knorr

HM: “Dragon on Pink” - Allan Arconada

HM: “Edible Sharps” - Matt Johnson

Amateur—Open:

1st place: “Jack’s Apple” - Nicole Marquis

2nd place: “Autumn Swing” - Dustin Gergely

3rd place: “Deep Reflections” - Natasha Knorr

HM: “Chain and Cable” - Jaymie Fraser

HM: “Little People” - Mackenzie Love

Amateur—Plants & Flowers:

1st place: “Crocus” - Matt Johnson

2nd place: “Let’s Gock at a Hollyhock” Natasha Knorr

3rd place: “A Little Bit of Sunshine” - Tanya Miner

HM: “Dahlia Sunrise” - Shelly Radcliffe

HM: “Three Wise Trees” - Nicole Marquis

Amateur—People Portraits:

1st place: “Jessica” - Donna McGregor

2nd place: “China Doll” - Heather Loewenhardt

3rd place: “Head to Head Cousins” - Randy Lewis

HM: “On the Tracks” - Nicole Marquis

HM: “You May Kiss the Bride” - Tanya Miner

Amateur—Scapes:

1st place: “Picture Postcard” - Les Toews
2nd place: “Glowing Rails” Heather Loewenhardt

3rd place: “Punta Cana Sunrise” - Tanya Miner

HM: “Crazy Town” - Vanessa Hack

HM: “Reflection of Heritage” - Richard Lamb

Advanced—Altered Reality:

1st place: “Eternal Tree” - Larry Easton

2nd place: “Still Trucking” - Darryl Brabant

3rd place: “Digital Bug” - Don Mathieson

HM: “Nature’s Nap” - Peter Hall

Advanced—Animals:

2nd place: “Where’s the Peanuts?” - Peter Hall

1st place: “Lesser Yellowlegs at Sunset” Don Mathieson

HM: “Marsh Monarch” - Norm Brown

3rd place: “Mating Dance” - Cheryl Pady

Advanced—Candid People:

2nd place: “Fall Leaves” - Cheryl Pady

1st place: “Next Move” - Darryl Brabant

3rd place: “Who Has Seen the Wind?” - Don Mathieson
Advanced—Macro:

3rd place: “To Bee or Not ” Cheryl Pady
1st place: “Swallowtail Butterfly” - 2nd place: “Seed” - Kristin MacPherson
Don Fairbairn

Advanced—Open:

1st place: “Good Night” - Darryl Brabant
2nd place: “Times Up” - Kristin MacPherson

3rd: “Abandoned” - Larry Easton

HM: “Water Rush” - Kelly Guilmette

Advanced—Photojournalism:

1st place: “Intrigued” - Kristin MacPherson

2nd place: “Li’l Devil” - Norm Brown

3rd place: “Evening Waterboarder” - Marlyn Toderan

HM: “Moving the Electric Frence” - Paule Hjertaas

Advanced—Plants & Flowers:

1st place: “Whisps” - Kelly Guilmette

2nd place: “Newfoundland—Canadian
Burnet” - Larry Easton

3rd place: “Cacti Flower” - Stéphane Canevet

HM: “Pansy” - Marlyn Toderan

Advanced—Portraits:

1st place: “Kristin” - Darryl Brabant

2nd place: “Joy in Dancing” - Paule Hjertaas

3rd place: “Growth” - Kelly Guilmette

HM: “ What?” - Kristin MacPherson

Advanced—Scapes:

1st place: “Slow Day” - Darryl Brabant

3rd place: “Dusk Fishing” - Paule Hjertaas

HM: “Fall Reflections” - Peter Hall

2nd place: “Prairie Chapel” - Kelly Guilmette

Advanced—Theme (Orange):

2nd place: “Wet and Orange” - Cheryl Pady
1st place: “Orange Toadstool” - Paule Hjertaas

3rd place: “Village Orange Perk” Larry Easton

HM: “Quiet Evening” - Stéphane Canevet

SaskAm
Prepare yourself for SaskAm! Yes, the Saskatchewan Amateur Photography Competition is coming
soon. The competition will be held in Spring 2011, so watch for exact dates. The RPC hosts this
provincial competition in Regina. Rules will soon be available, but here’s a sneak peek at what’s in
the works:
Photographs that are a minimum of 8 inches by 8 inches, to a maximum of 11x14 inches can be
entered. All images must be mounted on a matt board or foam core backing with a finished size of
11x14 inches. Matting is accepted but not required. Glass and framing will not be accepted.
Landscapes and Seascapes: The beauty and grandeur of nature. Images may contain
people or structures if they are not the main subject of the image.
Macro and Close-ups: Close-ups of anything, may be abstract or identifiable.
Animals: Any pet, animal or wildlife. Close-ups of animals should be entered in Macro.
Plants and Flowers: Vegetation and flowers.
People - Candid: People in all aspects of life, may include sports, photojournalism, and
non-studio shots.
Portrait/Fashion/Glamour: Created scenarios - lighting, wardrobe and posing are
deliberate.
Altered Reality: Images manipulated beyond reality. Final product must be based on
entrant’s photography.
Open: Images that don’t fit other categories.
Theme - Mothers: A celebration of human mothers of all types.
Youth: Youth (18 and under) may enter up to 4 photos in one of the “Youth” categories
free of charge. Images submitted to the Youth categories may be of any subject and are
judged amongst themselves. Youth may participate in any non-“Youth” category on the
same basis as other entrants (including providing an entry fee for each non-“Youth” category
entry).
So now that you know what the categories are, you can get out there and start shooting (or
editing as the case may be).
If you’ve never entered an image in SaskAm before, speak with any of the executive members. We’ll also be looking for volunteers to work during the competition in many different
aspects, so stay tuned for further information!

Recognition

Don Johnston (left) and Norm Brown (right), with
their trophies for Most Improved Photographer.
The winners of the “Most Improved Photographer” for 2009-10 are Don Johnston and Norm
Brown. Congratulations to both of you!

There was this photographer in one of the most remote parts of
the African continent on an assignment. He came across a
primitive village where the residents were living in thatched huts
and wearing colourful primitive garments. He approached a
man who appeared to be the chief who was wearing a large
headdress made of woven hemp and colourful feathers.
The photographer, not knowing how to speak to him, pointed to
his camera then to the chief. The chief nodded.
As the photographer was taking a meter reading the chief said
"today use f/16 at 1/125 for ISO 100".

Do you know someone in the club who has an interesting story to tell?
Did a fellow club member win a photography competition outside the club?
Would you like to submit a member profile for yourself or someone else?
E-mail the editor at kelly@reginaphotoclub.com

