Competitions 2007/2008
Category Guidelines

With the 2006-2007 Program year, competition categories have been re-organized to better meet our
members shooting habits and to more closely follow the categories of CAPA (Canadian Association of
Photographic Arts), PSA (Photographic Society of America) and many other clubs throughout America.
However, we still have our own unique twists here and there.

The names may have changed, but there is still a place for all your photographs. In fact, we have a few
more categories that will allow a more granular look at photos resulting in better recognition for the best
images. A few more ribbons will be awarded as well, so your chances of winning are better than ever.

This guide will help you decide where your images belong in the new categories. Below you will find the
categories defined and some sample images (borrowed from our member's galleries) just to give you an
idea of what fits in each category. A conspicuous absence this year is the Digitally Manipulated category.
You may now enter an image that has been manipulated into nearly any category. The general rule is that
if the same type of manipulation could be done in film photography (even if it required a master printer)
you are free to enter it. But be sure to read up on each category as there are some restrictions on digital
that will be noted throughout the document, most notably in the Traditional Film category.

Architecture - A category designed for depicting anything made by the hand of man. As long as it was
made by the hand of man, it is architecture. ie. cars, buildings, machinery etc.

Creative - A category depicting a departure from realism often through the use of montages, motion blur,
patterns, selective focus, zoom exposures and other techniques. Images in this category
may often be more art than photography. But they begin with one or more photographs.

The purpose of such techniques is to alter reality to the point that the picture is essentially
surreal or abstract. Can be done in the darkroom or digitally. Anything goes.



Multimedia - A category designed for the projection of slide or digital presentations combined with an

Nature

audio element. Presentations are restricted to a 3-4 minute show and are graded on not
only the quality of the photography, but the choice of transitions, music etc. A highly
creative category. These presentations should be prepared so that they are self running
and do not require the use of extra software to be viewed. Good examples are shows
created in Proshow Gold or Microsoft PowerPoint

- This category is restricted to use of the photographic process to depict observations of the
natural world around us. Human elements (Hand of man) shall not be present, unless those
human elements enhance the nature story. The presence of scientific bands on wild animals
is acceptable. ie. Flora & Fauna or photos of natural formations

Photojournalism - A category containing images that consist of pictures or sequences with informative

Pictorial

content and emotional impact, including human interest, documentary and sport
news. The journalistic value of the photograph shall be considered over the pictorial
quality. In the interest of credibility, photographic manipulations which misrepresent
the truth of situations which are set for the purpose of photography are
unacceptable in the Photojournalism category. Nothing can be manipulated

- An open category which exploits the aesthetic qualities of the subject with emphasis on
composition. ie. Landscape, Seascape etc.



Portraiture - A category which includes figure studies, shows a planned portrayal of the subject
including the use of creative techniques. The photographer must be in control of all
aspects of the setting. ie. Lighting, backdrops etc. Please keep in mind, that club
regulations exist within the bylaws that regulate nude images. Nude images that fit within
guidelines such as the example below will be judged and displayed. Images that do not
fit, may be judged but will not be displayed.

Theme - A category of images which fit the description of an assigned theme. Portrayal of the theme
must be obvious. ie. A snowmobile for a theme like Winter Sports.

Traditional Film - A specialized open category for members that continue to shoot classic film images
and desiring to not compete with digitally created photographs.

Photography'’s roots lie with film and not all our members wish to make their images using electronic
cameras and computers. With our relaxed rules on digital manipulation in other categories, this category
is open to any photograph or subject created using film as the medium and traditional wet process printing
as the printing method.



